
Annual Bee Market & Auction 2 

WSBKA AGM 2 

BBKA ‘Worker Bee’ 2 

Annual Convention Review 3 

Around the Divisions 4 

Dates for your Diary 4 

Bees Abroad Vacancy 5 

BIBBA Bee Improvement Courses 5 

Plumpton College Beekeeping Courses 5 

Jim’s Jottings 6 

Bedfordshire BKA Petition 7 

West Sussex BKA website 7 

Auction Entry Form 8 

 

Inside this issue: 
 

W
e

st
 S

u
ss

ex
 B

e
e

ke
e

p
e

rs
’ A

ss
o

ci
at

io
n

 

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
'

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
Volume 5, Issue 1 

April 2015 

 

Professor Keith Delaplane from the University of Georgia, USA will be 
presenting a lecture 'Biological Clues for Good Bee Management' at the 
Leconfield Hall, Petworth on Mon-
day 13th April at 7:30pm.   

Please note that the afternoon 
session reported in last month’s 
County News will NOT now take 
place.   

Unlike other agricultural animals, 
the modern honeybee occupies an 
ambiguous niche between 
'domesticated animal' and 'wild 
animal'.  The history of agriculture has been one of increasing productiv-
ity of plants and animals far beyond levels required for their own repro-
duction.  Much of what we do in beekeeping is, in fact, solidly in this 
camp, including things like breeding bees for productivity, swarm man-
agement, colony equalizing, and migratory honey production.  But re-
cent honeybee declines suggest that we may be pushing the limits of 
honeybee productivity.  Perhaps we need to pay renewed attention to 
the 'honeybee as wild animal' paradigm.  How can beekeepers partner 
with honeybee biology to improve bee health while maintaining reason-
able levels of production?   

Entry will be free to West Sussex BKA members with a £5 charge to non-
members. 

 

Prof. Keith Delaplane Lecture 
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There is still time to enter your surplus BEEKEEPING EQUIP-
MENT for sale in the Auction.  An Entry Form is attached to 
this newsletter or can be downloaded from the West Sussex 
BKA website.  It can also be requested from the event organ-
iser.  Closing date for entries is 15th April or when 300 lots 
have been registered, so don’t delay. 
 
We are still looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to 
help on the day with a variety of tasks including helping in the 
Auction Ring and serving tea and coffee.  So if you can spare 
some time please contact the event organiser, Graham Elliott  

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk   01403 752493 or Mobile 07761 349281. 
 
Donations to Sue’s PLANT STALL and Worthing’s TOMBOLA will be accepted on the day.  Worthing Divi-
sion will also be running a second-hand BOOK STALL at the event.  
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details of the event, Rules & Guidance Notes and 
Entry Form are on the WSBKA website at: - www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html   

Annual Bee Market & Auction - 25th April 

WSBKA Annual General Meeting 

Following the Association’s 42nd AGM last month all of the Executive Officers were 
re-elected for a further 12 months: 

Tom Moore (Wisborough Green) - President  stone.house@btinternet.com 

Jim Norfolk (Chichester) - Chairman  chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

Roger Patterson (W Green) - Vice-Chairman  roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

Steve Boyce (W Green) - Treasurer  treasurer@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

Graham Elliott (W Green) - Secretary  secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

In addition the Accounts Scrutineer, Claire Smyth, was re-elected. 

The Chairman’s Annual Report can be viewed on the WSBKA website on the ‘Newsletter’ page and mem-
bers may request a copy of the Treasurer’s Report from the Secretary. 

 

 

BBKA ‘Worker Bee’ 

The BBKA bi-monthly e-publication ‘Worker Bee’ which is e-mailed to all members who 
have registered their address with the Association can also be viewed online by members 
at www.bbka.org.uk/members/worker_bee  

mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction
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Chrissy Blakeman from the organising team reviews the event of 28th February 
 
This year’s Convention was a resounding success.  Feedback has been excellent about the choice of speak-
ers and the excellent lectures and seminars that they delivered. 
 

There was a very high turnout of participants from West Sussex and 
beyond and a number confirmed, at the end of the day, how enjoy-
able the event had been …‘The best yet’.   
 

There were three main lectures and the opportunity to attend two 
seminars from a choice of six very different topics - a packed day.  
 

 The first main lecture was given by Dan Basterfield on what can 
be learned about the state of the colony by close observation 
and reading the bees.  He also encouraged us to make use of 
IBRA’s resources.  It provides information for beekeepers 
around the world on research, products and practices.   

 

 The second main lecture was given by Heidi Herrmann who gave 
an engaging talk on the principles of Natural Beekeeping.  Heidi 
also brought along a Sun Hive, which created a lot of interest 
throughout the day.  

 

 The final main lecture was given by Ron Hoskins who shared with us the progress and successes of 
how the strain of ‘Swindon Honeybee’ is controlling the Varroa mite by its grooming behaviour, 
without chemicals. 

 

In addition to the main sessions, delegates were able to choose from specialist subjects in seminars cover-
ing topics such as ‘Queen Rearing using Instrumental Insemination’ by Ron Hoskins, ‘Vertical Split Swarm 
Control’ by Dan Basterfield, the latest developments from Vita (Europe) Limited by Dr Max Watkins, ‘Bee 
Sting Allergies’ by Dr Terry Allan, ‘Bee Friendly Flowers’ by Monica Lucas and ‘Showing Honey and Other 
Things’ by David Sandwell.   

There was something for everyone.  A great element of the day 
was the diversity of topics available for our delegates to enjoy – 
a mix between solid beekeeping practices that we can easily 
relate to and apply and research for the future that enhanced 
our learning. 
 

Trading from Paynes was brisk with more than a few purchases 
made during the day.  The facilities at Lodge Hill are excellent 
and everything worked very well, due, in main to our volunteer 
members who helped to make this a very successful event.  
Thank you. 
 

As you can see from this year’s event, we have the opportunity 
at our annual Convention to attract renowned speakers that we 
are unlikely to meet at our Divisional meetings.  We encourage 
you to keep your diaries free for next year.   

 
Next year’s Convention will be held at Lodge Hill, Pulborough on Saturday 27th February 2016.    

WSBKA Annual Convention Review 

      Heidi Herrmann’s Sun Hive 
      Photo courtesy of Guy Wheatley 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 11th & 25th April  -  ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’.  Roffey Millennium Hall, Horsham with 

the afternoons at the Teaching Apiary near Pease Pottage.  Further details from Melvyn Essen:  
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 14th April - ‘How I Learnt About Swarms’.  Members and the Team share experiences and 

expertise on swarming.   7:30pm at the Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, 
PO18 8BE.  
Further details from Henrietta Currey: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 11th April  -  Apiary Meeting at 1:30pm.   

Further details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 9th April - ‘Preparation for Summer Management’  by Derek & Elizabeth Ready.  Ferring 

Village Hall 7:30pm.  Further details from Phil Carter:  philange5180@btinternet.com  or the WBKA web-
site: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 

Monday 13th April - ‘Biological Clues for Good Bee Management’.  Lecture by Prof. Keith Delaplane 

from the University of Georgia, USA at Leconfield Hall, Petworth 7:30pm.  See lead article in this Newslet-
ter. 

17th, 18th & 19th April - BBKA Spring Convention.  Harper Adams University, Newport, Shropshire.  

Full details on the BBKA website www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/spring_convention.php 

Saturday 25th April - WSBKA Annual Bee Market & Auction at Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Details 

in this Newsletter and on the website. 

Sunday 17th May - Brinsbury Country Fayre.  Come along and see the Wisborough Green bees on dis-

play.  Full details on their website www.chichester.ac.uk/Courses/Visit-Us/Brinsbury-Show-Events/ 

Thursday 11th June - Saturday 13th June - South of England Show with the ever-popular Bees & 

Honey Tent.  Ardingly Showground near Haywards Heath.   

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


Chairman Vacancy at Bees Abroad  

A vacancy exists in the Bees Abroad charity for a Chairman.    
The charity works in Africa utilising beekeeping to alleviate 
poverty.  The primary purpose of the role is to develop 
Bees Abroad as an organisation, to enable it to recruit and 
manage new volunteers and expand the list of registered 
projects.  

 
The role of the Chair is to provide leadership and direction to the board of Trustees and sub committees. 

The Chair’s aim is to enable the Trustees to fulfil their responsibilities for the overall governance and stra-

tegic direction of the organisation.  The Chair will ensure that the organisation complies with its governing 

document, charity law, company law and any other relevant legislation or regulations and to make sure 

that the organisation pursues its objects as defined in its governing document. 

Previous experience of overseas project work in general and charity practices is important.  If you are in-

terested in this challenging and exciting role please contact Bees Abroad Administrator on: 0117 230 0231 

or email: info@beesabroad.org.uk for more information. 
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BIBBA Bee Improvement Courses 

 

‘Improve Your Bees by Raising Your Own Queens’ - a 2-day course. 

The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders' Association (BIBBA) will be running a small 

number of practical and theoretical queen rearing courses during 2015.  These will be 

aimed at beekeepers who wish to improve their bees that show the characteristics of 

native bees, with emphasis on suitability to the environment, docility, calmness on the 

comb, ease of management, good use of stores, etc.  

The first courses to be arranged will be held at Glan-yr-afon, Corwen, LL21 0HA in North Wales on 14-15 

and 16-17 May.  The two day course including refreshments and buffet lunches is £75 for BIBBA mem-

bers, £85 for non members.  Numbers will be limited. 

Please contact Steve Rose steve-rose@bibba.com or see www.bibba.com for more details, other dates 

and venues. 

Plumpton College Beekeeping Courses 

Plumpton College near Lewes has a number of beekeeping courses planned for 
April and May.  This includes a 2-day ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’ course after 
which you may take the BBKA Basic Assessment (subject to your previous experi-
ence). 
For details visit their website www.plumpton.ac.uk/ and search ‘beekeeping’. 

mailto:info@beesabroad.org.uk


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 
A significant part of BBKA Module 8 is about beekeeping history.  Indeed the mod-
ule is called ‘Honeybee Management, Health and History’.  History as I remember 
from school, is really just a series of significant dates and events and it is no differ-
ent with beekeeping.  Names of people, the things they discovered and invented 
and the date.  One thing that is most striking is that 19th century beekeeping was 
the time of major discovery, so that by 1900 most things we use in beekeeping to-
day had been defined or invented.  Many of those Victorian beekeepers have be-
come names as synonymous with beekeeping as Hoover is with vacuum cleaners. 
Miller and Ashforth feeders, Porter bee escapes, and Hofmann frames.  There 
have of course been other more recent names, the Butler queen cage and Snel-

grove board, to name but two, but it was the whole basis of hive design and frames which was laid down 
in that century.  Central to everyone’s understanding of beehive design sits the Rev. LL Langstroth and 
‘bee space’.  Did he have a eureka moment like Archimedes in his bath, or was he more like Sir Isaac New-
ton, standing on the shoulders of giants?  Revolution or evolution.  How much did he build on the earlier 
work of Huber, the blind Swiss beekeeper with his book hive, or Prokopovych in Ukraine and Dzierzon in 
what is now Poland, who developed the moveable frame and side opening hives which conformed to bee 
space rules?  History is a fascinating subject and I find the more I look at it the more I want to know, so 
revising for Module 8, I got a bit sidetracked into looking up beekeeping history.  I was therefore lucky 
that some questions on it came up in the exam.  
 
Langstroth’s hive is important because it was the first top opening moveable frame hive and became fa-
mous because he patented it and sold it to other beekeepers.  It became known.  Building a better 
mousetrap rarely brings the world to your door and so it is with beehives.  I learnt that TW Cowan built 
the first double-walled hive in UK, but William Broughton Carr’s hive which bears his initials and is still in 
use today proved more popular.  Was he better at promoting it, was it a better hive or was it just easier 
and cheaper to make?  So over the last century hives have evolved but even today the Modified National 
is not that different to the Langstroth due to their common origin.  I don’t know how many new types of 
hive there have been since Langstroth, and many will have fallen by the wayside.   
 
A glance at Thornes catalogue shows they offer, as well as Nationals and WBCs, the American hives de-
signed by Langstroth and Dadant, British Commercial and Smith hives as well as Warré, Dartington and 
top bar hives and the interesting concept offered by the Rose one size box 
hive.  There are other hives out there, from the artistic Sun hive shown to 
us at the Convention by Heidi Hermann, to the insulated building blocks of 
the Zest hive and the bright colours of Omlet’s ‘Beehaus’.  What are we to 
make of the recently announced Flow Hive?  This Australian hive has at-
tracted over 19,000 prospective buyers globally through crowd funding, 
who have pledged over $7 million so far.  This is extraordinary and while I 
wish the originators every success, I can’t help feeling a bit uneasy.  It isn’t 
what the hive is called, what it looks like or what it is made of that mat-
ters, so much as what goes on inside.  After all bees are happy in any 
space as long as it is big enough and will adapt to the shape they have.  
Maybe it is the simplicity of the ‘just add bees’ concept that attracts peo-
ple.  Have we made beekeeping a bit too exclusive?  Are all the bits of 
equipment, their names and how to use them in the ‘correct’ way putting people off, or like any hobby 
are they something to be learnt about and understood as one climbs the learning curve?  
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      Rose Hives on Thorney Island 



We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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Whatever hive you use, you should by now have answered the perennial question: how well did my bees 
get through winter?  Asking around, survival appears high and hopefully, we can look forward to a suc-
cessful year.  
 
Those interested in beekeeping history can find more at: www.dave-cushman.net/bee/hist.html  
 

 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

and finally... 
 

Bedfordshire BKA Launches Petition 

Following the identification of Small Hive Beetle in Italy Bedfordshire BKA has launched a petition online.  
This calls on the UK Government to ban the importation of queens and honeybees from Italy. 
 
You’ll recall that our own Association had a proposition passed at the recent BBKA Annual Delegates’ 
Meeting instructing the BBKA to use its influence to secure such a ban. 
 
Please support this initiative by signing the petition if you can which can be found here: 
http://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/ban-importation-of-honeybees-from-italy 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/hist.html
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com
http://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/ban-importation-of-honeybees-from-italy
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WEST SUSSEX BKA BEE MARKET & AUCTION 

BRINSBURY CAMPUS, PULBOROUGH 
SATURDAY 25th April 2015 

ENTRY FORM 

Closing date for entries 15th April 
 

Please return form to Graham Elliott, Robins Croft, Chalk Road, 
Ifold, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 0UB  

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 

I wish to enter the following for sale in the above auction and confirm my acceptance of the rules stated 
 

 

 
Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________   
 
Post Code  _________________ 
 
Email  ________________________ 
 
Telephone  ______________________   
 
Bank Details – Sort Code _______________  Acct No: _____________________________ 
 
                         Acct Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Please continue on additional sheets as necessary. 
Payment will be to your nominated bank account only.   

 
For Rules and Guidance Notes see website www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html 
 

Quantity Description Official Use 

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares 
aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details.  

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html

